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Policy Topic 7 Affordable Housing Comments

I understand and support the requirement for identification of raciatl,y discriminatory and
disparate impacts of regutation in Spokane County. However, I woutd ask that
carefuI consideration of the demographic prof i[e as it intersects and impacts housing affordabiLity
be inctuded. Gender, age, tanguage and other barriers such as househotd (census definitions)
shoutd also be factored in, atong with other groups that may be disadvantaged by exclusion in
housing regulations, inctuding zoning.
Each jurisdiction must shou[der their requirements to attocate housing affordabitity - regardtess
of "unique characteristics of sma[[ towns."
Att agencies must shoulder the requirements to equitably support housing affordabitity -
transportation, transit, environmentat, and other human needs and requirements to mitigate
unfair household income impacts.
Short term rentats must be timited, licensed, and enforced to prevent eroding of avaitabte housing
stock in favor of commerciat use. Disincentives may need to be apptied.
Etiminate or severely constrain any incentives (zoning, tax breaks, utitity charges etc) to tocalty
unaffordab[e housing per area AMI and undertying demographics. Pay attention to transfer
payments as income to county residents.
Provide definitions in draft footnotes - such as speciaI needs, diverse housing, land trust, shared
equity,.
Work to enforce substandard housing regutation, incentives and guardraits for upgrades to meet
basic human heatth and safety standards for habitation. County housing stock has a substantial
amount of aging and substandard housing infrastructure. This impacts life safety, future
development of a heatthy citizenry, and uttimatety, the environment.
ls homeownership stitt the American Dream? lf so, is it attainabte for the average househotd by
census figures currently and projected?
Review the siting of pubtic facitities. Not speaking of essentiaI pubtic facitities here, but those
shoutd be considered narrowty too. Tax [and for pubtic facility uses at fair market vatue, highest
and best use etc and carefulty considerwhether drawing tow payingtourism and hospitatity jobs
fairty meets the spreading of tax burdens for the generaI poputation.
Under Monitor Housing Devetopment: use "witt" "shatt" more liberalty instead of the vague "coutd"
"may." Atthough this is a poticy draft, wett-intentioned, and meeting state legistation, the tanguage
is entirely too loose to avoid loophotes that a truck coutd drive through, let atone guide a
defensibte and enforceabte regutatory structure. lnctude an enforcement ptatform statement with
fee structu re reference.

Good Afternoon. Below are my comments and questions for staff assigned to poticy topic 7 drafting.
To Whom it May Concern:

I apotogize, I meant this to be a standatone document, not an emait, but I was constrained by my location
and avaitabte equipment. Pl.ease let me know if further efforts are needed.
Regards,
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Melissa Wittstruck
327 E 28th Ave
Spokane WA 99203
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